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(Continued on page 2) 

We are deeply saddened by 
the death of Dr. Hughes 
Melton, Commissioner of 
the Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Develop-
mental Services.   
 
Dr. Melton passed away 
Friday, August 2, 2019 
from injuries sustained in a 
car accident that occurred 
on Wednesday July 31.   
 
We extend our thoughts 
and prayers to Dr. Mel-
tonôs wife, daughters, and 

family and 
friends.  We 
also extend 
our prayers 
and sympa-
thies to the 
family of  
Hailey Green, 
a young wom-
an from 
Staunton who 
was killed in 
the accident. 
 
Dr. Melton 
was a fellow 
veteran and 
physician.   
In 2018, I ap-
pointed Dr. 
Melton to 

serve Virginia as our 
DBHDS commissioner, a 
role he filled ably 
and with enthusi-
asm.  His public 
service also  
included his  
previous appoint-
ment as Deputy 
Commissioner of 
the Virginia De-
partment of 
Health, as well  
as service on a 
number of boards 
and groups devoted to im-

proving the medical pro-
fession, health policy, and 
addiction treatment.   
 
Dr. Melton, for many 
years, made his home in 
Southwest Virginia, where 
he built a well-respected 
career as a family physi-
cian and addiction expert. 
 
Not only was Dr. Melton a 
devoted public servant and 
physician, I considered him 
a friend. 
 
Our thoughts are with all 
who knew and loved both 
Hughes Melton and Hailey 
Green. 

~ Governor  Northam 
 

https://www.hillandwood.com/
obituary/dr-samuel-melton  

  

https://www.hillandwood.com/obituary/dr-samuel-melton
https://www.hillandwood.com/obituary/dr-samuel-melton
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Employees of the 

Quarter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stan Frye, Carpenter, 
Maintenance Dept. and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Hanshew, Carpenter, 
Maintenance Dept. 

 
During the months of January - March, 
2019, three staff members in Physical 
Plant Services /Power Plant had to take 
time off, making it hard to maintain cover-
age.  During this time, other personnel had 
to fill in to keep the Power Plant Boilers 
running, including the Fire Alarm System, 
and monitoring  the daily operations and 
emergent calls.  Stan Frye and Jeff 
Hanshew assisted tremendously during our 
time of need by stepping up to provide the 
coverage needed to keep the facility oper-
ating.   
 
Thank you Stan and Jeff for a job well 
done.  We appreciate all you do! 

 
Kristen Gillespie, RN I 
Nursing, Ward CD 

 
Kristen covers the team as relief nurse as assigned, and 
will volunteer to do it if she can.  She completes all of 
the team nurse duties.  Kristen goes nonstop on a daily 
basis.  It is not uncommon for Kristen to put in the 24 
hour nurse report and complete the daily summery infor-
mation in the computer when the PCT staff has finished 
entering it.  If the ward has a code you can be sure if 
Kristen is on duty, she is going to enter the Sig. and FER 
into the computer.   
 
Whenever an RN has to be pulled, Kristen always volun-
teers and works wherever there is a need and never com-
plains.  She always demonstrates excellent nursing skills.  
She is soft spoken and very patient and comforting with 
the individuals we serve.   

 
Kristen is a team player and truly demonstrates our facilityôs mission, vision, and 
values statement on a daily basis.  Thank you, Kristen ,for everything you do for the 
individuals we serve and the staff! 
 

Wanda Hounshell, PCT 
Nursing, ERS, Ward J 

 
Wanda is super in every way imaginable.  She has ex-
tremely compassion for everyone she comes in contact 
with, including the individuals we serve, staff and visi-
tors.  Wanda gives 100 percent plus more, in every-
thing she does.   
 
She has self-initiative; if anything needs to be done, or 
if  anyone needs help, Wanda is right there, without 
having to be asked.  She also has a  way of making 
everyone feel welcome, valued, appreciated, and spe-
cial.  SWVMHI is very fortunate to have Wanda on 
staff. 
 
Wanda has a positive impact on the facilityôs mission, vision, and values.  Her val-
ues include communication, honesty with compassion, trust, teamwork, self initia-
tive, leadership, and honoring the day-to-day tasks. 
 
Thank you, Wanda, for the care and compassion 
you share with the staff and all the individuals we 
serve.   
 
Congratulations to all for contributing to our 
SWVMHI Mission, Vision and Values!  Job well 
done! 

~ Cynthia McClaskey 

From the Director, continued 
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AMANDA CURRIN, ADA, RETIRES FROM SWVMHI  

Wǳƭȅ омΣ нлмф ǿŀǎ !ƳŀƴŘŀ /ǳǊǊƛƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ {²±aILΣ ǊŜǝǊƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ мм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǳǎΦ  !ƳŀƴŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {²±aILΦ  /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ 

aŎ/ƭŀǎƪŜȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ нллуΦ  ! ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ L ǎŜƴǘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊǳŎƪΦ  {ǘŜǾŜ YƛƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ά/ŀƴ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊΚέτ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΗέ 

!ƳŀƴŘŀ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀǘ {²±aIL ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴπ

ŜŬǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ  {ƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜǊŀ ƛƴ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {²±aIL ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ hƴŜaƛƴŘ ƛƴ нлмс ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

ǝǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƻǳǘŀƎŜΣ ŘƻǿƴǝƳŜΣ ƻǊ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀũΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƻǳǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŀũΥ  CƛǎŎŀƭΣ CƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 

{ǘƻǊŜǊƻƻƳκtǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ [ŀōΣ wŀŘƛƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ tƭŀƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀũ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  

!ƳŀƴŘŀ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀŘΤ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘπ

Ƴŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƎƛƊǎ ƻŦ 

ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƘǳǘ-ƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜΦ   

!ƳŀƴŘŀ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ 

ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   

!ƳŀƴŘŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƪŀȅŀƪƛƴƎΣ ōƛǊŘπ

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜτŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀ ƅŀƳƛƴƎƻΗ 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŀǘ 

{²±aILΗ                                            Ϥ/ȅƴǘƘƛŀ aŎ/ƭŀǎƪŜȅ 

 


